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A 
SECOND LETTER 
EDMUND.EURKE, Esa, 


SIR, | 

INCE the publication of my Letter to you, 
DI on the ſubje& of the execution of Rajah 
Nundcomar, I have been aſked in what part of the 
former report of the Committee, it appeared in 
evidence, that it was by many perſons at Bengal, 
believed that the Rajah loſt his life on 'political 
principles, for that it was not to be found in page 


59 of the former report, as referred to in my quo- 
tation from the latter. 


B T wars 


429 


Tunis information ſet me to examine the firſt 
report, and I find that the only parts in it where 
this circumſtance is mentioned, is in page 37 and 
page 38, as printed by J. n No. 32. n 
noſter-Row. 0 h 17 £7997 

Tus re-examination of the fact, and of the au- 
thority, hath opened a new ſcene of inveſtigation, 
the developing of which, will ſhew very plainly on 
what ſlight grounds, and for what particular pur- 
poſe the inſinuations, have been taken up, and 
. forward in the laſt 5 50g 

IRA : been told, 5 3 0 5 
my eagerneſs to vindicate the Governor General 
of Bengal, together with the warmth of my tem- 
per, had hurried me into ſome perſonalities, which 
had obſcured my mays "ny —_— it very 
much. 1 4 Aim 6 20 


Tunis remark, having its foundation 2— b 
has hurt me a good deal; not on account off the 
men themſelves, but that a good eauſe ſbould be 
injured by an injudicious advocate. But as have 
yet abundant materials unapplied, I once more 
take the liberty to addreſs you on the ſudject. By 
keeping to facts and argument, and leaving men 
to their own feelings, I hope to reclaim all the mo- 
derate to my ſide of the queſtion, . 


4 W135 3 WL3> 


(3) 

Tur preſent report refers to the laft for the 
evidence, which the Committee deſires may be 
applied to, in Juſtification of their new doctrine 
of policy. To that let us go, and fairly ſtate the 
grounds they have gone upon, to the application 
of which I have ſo ſtrongly objected. 

Up i to b Jopt 5 mr 2 

nx cauſes of the trial, condemnation, and ex- 
ecution of the Rajah Nundcomar, being part of 
the duty of the Committee, it appears that ſeven 
different gentlemet were called before them to be 
examined on that head: the two firſt were Mem- 
bers of the Committee, Meſſrs. Rouſe and Farret. 
Mr. Mills and Mr. Price, two very old Ftee Mer- 
chants; who had reſided many years in Bengal. 
Mr Baber, a Company ſervaiit, and one of the 
provincial Revenue Chiefs; Major James Rennell, 
the Om panys· Surveyor General; nd Captain 
Cowe, a military officer in the Company's army. 


» 


Tux firft ſſx give their evidence clear and diſ- 
tinct, all agreeing in the ſame pomts, that the Ra- 
jah's ſuffering fo ĩgnominious a death, ſurpriſed the 
people much; as it was contrary to their ideas of 
juſtice, that à man of his rank and high caſt of 
religion; ſnould ſuffer capitally for what they deemed 
a venal offence. Not one ſingle word is faid about 
political influence; by any one of the firſt ſix 
gentlemen; nor does it appear that Captain Cowe 
had ſuch an idea in his head, until it had been 
” B 2 Introduced 


1 


ne there by the novel and lingular queſ- 
tion, put to him by ſome one e Member of the Com. 
mittee. 2 eg” 
8 | | faq 37 

Tux fair way is to give his evidence at 11 
and to reaſon, on the fingularity of i Mfter- 
wards. I: 


I HAVE taken it 2 1 *Evans's publication, 

page 57 and 58; it is as ; follows : E 
20 bl 914% | 

* Carr Cowe being again examined by 
Calcutta, at the time of the proceedings againſt 
4 Nundcomar, and at the time of his execution? ? 
< ſaid, he was, during the whole of the time. 
<« Being aſked, if any criminal proſecution! had 
cc been commenced againſt him, before that in- 
« dictment, for forgery ? he ſaid, none chat he 
<« had heard of. Being aſked, what was the“ opi- 
* njon of the natives concerning that proceeding, 
« whether they thought it political, or done 1 in the 
<« ordinary courſe of juſtice? ſaid, he beliey 
et there was a great diverſity of ian "that 
many thought it was done from political mo- 
« tives ; others, i in the ordinary courſe of f juſtice, | 
according to the laws of England. Being aſked, 
« what was the character of the Rajah Nundcomar 
c“ among the natives? ſaid, that he was conſid red 


& as a man of underſtanding, but moch add ifted 
5 KL to 


(5) 
« to ro litigation, and, in general, thought a defign- 
« jng, artful man; that he never heard: any thing 
„ farther againſt his moral character. Being aſk- 
« ed, whether his proſecution did not give gene- 
« ral ſatisfaction to the natives, as being the means 
« of bringing to juſtice, a criminal, who had beea 
&« a long time protected from it by his power and 
« artifices ? ſaid, he never heard that it had given 
1 ſatisfaction, except to a few, who might have 
viewed it in a political light, Being aſked, 
<« whether he had not heard, that the offence for 
* which Nundeomar was tried, was committed ſe- 
« yeralyeats beforethe trial? he ſaid, he always un- 
40 derſtood i it had. been committed for many years 
6 * before the trial. Being aſked, if he had an op · 
* porty nity to make any obſervations concerning 
e the, execution of Nundcomar? ſaid, he had; 
« that he ſaw the whole, except the immediate a& 
6 of execution. | From the parapet of the new fort, 
<« not quite! half a mile from the place of execution, 
&« there were eight « or ten thouſand people aſſem- 
« « bled ; who, at the moment the Rajah was turned 
10 off, diſperſed ſuddenly, crying © Ah-baup-aree !* 
« leaving nobody about the gallows but the ſheriff 
64 « and his attendants, and a few European ſpectators. 
He explains the term of Ah-baup-aree, to be an 
44 exclamation of the black people, upon the ap- 
be pearance of any thing very alarming, and when 
_ they are in great pain: that they did-*nor think 
« = he would be put to death till he was actually 
- executed. 


O Hos bom 73 Vw 


ce executed. That many of them even ran inte 
& the ki rivet, fröm the terror at ſeeing a Bramin exe · 
te cuted in that ignominious manner. That the 
1 circumſtance of his execution was received with 
ae great horror by all the natives, as well as moſt 
« of the Europeans, who, in general, thought it a 
* hard caſe, 'Being aſked, if the natives, in ge- 
ce neral, were not ſatisfied with the introduction 
« of the rigour of the Engliſh penal flatute law, 
« as tending to ſecure credit and fidelity in deal. 
«ings? ſaid, as far as he ever underſtood, _ | 
the reverſe. Then being aſked, whether che 
& equity and impartiality of the Supreme Colts, 
*in that buſineſs, did not ſtrike foreibly upon 
& the minds of the natives, and impfreſs them 
e with a ſtrong idea of the wiſdom, and juſtice of 
te the Engliſh laws, and a deſire of having them 
<« extended for the general benefit? he informed 
« your Committee, that it rather impreſſed them 
« with an {unfavourable idea of our juſtice” and 
equity; and that he never heard they, by any 
means, wilhed to have them extended. Being 
« aſked, if the natives knew for what purpofe the 
fSupreme Cburt Had bern eſtabBillied'? R aid, 
4 he believed at firſt, they did not properly un- 
66 derſtand it, Ven bak; by this time, they are per- 
tectly acquiinted with the nature of its jyſtitu- 
*'tion.. Being aſked, if it was not generally given 
be out, that this court was inſtituted for their pro- 
1 t reftion and their defence, againſt the abuſes of 
European 


(7) 

46 NEED authotity ? he ſaid, it was; that he 
«remembered hearing Mr. Le Maitre, one of 
« the. Judges. from the Bench, expteſs his ſur- 
e priſe; that ſo many people applied for redreſs to 
++. the country courts; when they might depend on 
«+ as good juſtice or better, in the Supreme Court 
« of. Judicature | and that theſe - were his very 
words. Being aſked, if the natives conſidered 
* the proceedings againſt Nundcomar, and his 
« execution; as anſwering the ends of the inſti- 
t tution of the. court, in; the protection of the 
natives? he ſaid, he did not believe they did. 
« Bejng, aſked, whether they did not conſider the 
execution, as having a tendency to encourage 
t them to prefer complaints againſt Europeans in 
e authority? he ſaid, he believed not. Being 
& aſked, Whether an addreſs to the Judges was 
« not. ſigned by ſeveral of the natives, commend- 
ting their conduct in the office, and particularly 
e dwelling upon the character of mercy ? he ſaid, 
<« that he has ſeen an addreſs from the Armenian 
© merchants, printed, which, he believes, was 
« given to the Judges. Being aſked, whether that 
« addreſs oontradicted the ſentiments of the na- 
6 tives, which, he had juſt now mentioned? he 
ce ſaic, it, did. Then being alked, whether he 
looked upon that addreſs, or the converſation 
1 28 had heard, as muſt truly expreſſive of the 

wane: ſenſe: of the natives ?. he: ſaid; he be- 
F- lier ed | th converſation. he had heard to be the 
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686) 
1 moſt; expreſſive ; and that the addreſs dldexiiby? 
no means expreſs their ſenſe. Being aſked, if 
t he recollected any inſtance of mercy, ta which 
« that, addreſs alluded ? he ſaid, none except che 
« releaſe of the felons, and ſeyeral who had been 
under ſentence. ↄf death, in thevpriſon at Cal- 
& cutta, for capital offences. Then: being aſked, 
« if any particular circumſtances of hardſhip chad 
6+ been. repreſented, to the Judges he ſaid, he did 
not know. that there had, before the arrival; of 


\« * che Judges. And being aſked, whether an opi- 


nion had prevailed, that the conſtruction or exe 
* _ of criminal law, had been ſevere.and.im- 


et moderate? he ſaid, he never ns heard any ſuch 
rien — Ed oli ISE 4 L 


"Fit ni 2 go 313 E349 


ne 


"A Ranks. F arrer, Mills, Price, and News 
dell had been examined before Captain Cowe, 
and Mr. Baber was examined after; him; not one 
of the other gentlemen mentioned a ſyllable of po- 
licy, or hinted that ſuch an idea had ever been 
conceived- Captain Cowe was going on in the 
Gme line, when he was aſked by ſome. one, of tlie 
Gentlemen of, the Committee, What was the 


opinion of the natives concerning that proceeds 


+, ing, whether they thought it political, or done 
45 ines, conan courſe nn ni vid 
295 9177 Hi 9163 & 391539 01 „in 0 2105 

od; HAVE. read the whole report over 5 over, to 
find out, if it was poſſible, what could give cauſe 


for 


(9), 

for ſuch'a queſtion no ſuch had been put to any 
one of the preceeding five evidenee, nor to the one 
which followed; and candour obliges me to con- 
conclude; that it was not the effect of deſign, but 
mere matter of accident. The anſwer goes to de- 
clare what was very true, — diviſions' in 
the ſettlement, had begor different opinions ini the 
inhabitants; but not the leaſt inference can be 
drawn from Captain Cowe's evidence, that this 
ſuppoſed political interpoſition, applied to any 

particular deſeription of men, either to the Judges. 
the Majority of wad ind In or to the 
as jt vol 0 b $0117 10 non⁰νο 
u! vas Dion nt en bin 25. 3 93872GOR 5 
Tu 3 Au- -baup-aree! and the fay- 
ing the people run into the river, on the Rajah's 
being turned off, conveys improper notions to the 
mind of the reader, and in candour, they ought to 
have been explained: why the Gentlemen of the 
Committee, who underſtand the Hindoo manners 
and cuſtoms, did not do it, I will not truſt my. 
ſelf ro ſay, for fear I ſhould again touch ſore 
places; but the fact is as follows: had a calf 
been knocked on the head they would have done 
the ſame. The exclamation cannot be rendered 
into Engliſn, the idioms of the languages are ſo 
very different; but if an Hinddo* was to ſee a 
houſe on fire, to receive a ſmart ſlap on the face, 
voce a China baſon, cut kaun finger, ſee two Eu- 
War eos AR Eb 16 3 'ropeans f 
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rapeans boxing, or a eee eee call 
b ee 1 ho e ce 
2 ne 40 5 Ai 


* hs — was — it was toſthem a 
very extraordinary ſight, and it was natural for 
Hindoos to ſuppoſe, that it in ſome degree defiled 
them. The remedy was at hand; near to the 
gallows where the Rajah ſuffered; runs a branch 
of the river Ganges, the waters of which river, in 
the ideas of all the Hindoo nations, cleanſe them 
ſrom every kind of impurity. Had a common 
pickpocket ſuffered ; had an European ſpit, by 
accident, on the outer edge of their outer gar- 
ment; had they touched any dead animal, or fifty 
thouſand other, the moſt trifling cauſes, -would 
have induced them to go and purify. themſelyes 


in the Ganges. At all hours of the day and night, 


at all ſeaſons of the year, thouſands of them are 


ſeen, men, women, and children, , mingled. toge: 
ther, indiſcriminately dabling in the riyer to 


purge away the, impurities of hody, ſoul, aud 
garment, at the ſame inſtant, and hy the ſame 
means. | ; 4 7 Beli: 1115 * _ | 14801 

* "nk ſacl. an be as this, 1 ok 
given, (and I have with me, the unanimous 


opinions of all the authors Who have written on, 


and of every man in this kingdom, who knows the 
lraſt of, the manners and cuſtoms of the Hin- 
doos,). how ridiculous does the aboye diſmal 
_— | . ſtory 


A 


(110 

ſtory of Captain Cowe's appear! and how ſhall we 
account for five or ſix Members of the Committee, 
giving up ſuch cock and bull accounts, to terrify 
our women and children? It can do no more; for 
ſurely no man, of the leaſt intelligence, can 
ſuppoſe the people run into the river, from ter- 
ror and diſmay; not they, truly. Hanging 2 
Bramin was a novelty, to be ſure; but if five 
hundred ſuch raſcally Bramins as Maha Rajah 
Nundcomar, had ſuffered the ſame death, not a 
Hindoo among them would have e Oy 
his dinner on the occaſion. + -- 

Tary are hy no Mak. ſanguinary ſet of 
people; their religion teaches them not to take 
away the life of a fly wantonly, nor will they do 
it; this, in many inſtances,” they carry to what 
we ſhonld call a ridiculous extreme. Yet theſe 
people have laws among them, which would ſhock 
the moſt hardened Europeans. They impale alive 
wretches who have twice been detected in robbing 
in boats on the river; they ſcourge to death for 
theft; and they mutilate, by cutting of the hand, 
the ears, or the noſe, for houſe-· breaking, or rob- 
beries on the road. Nothing can be ſo errone- 
ous, or Rable to miſlead the judgment ſo much, as 
comparing fone few particular laws and cuſtoms 
of one country, with a few of thoſe of another. 
The Hindoos would no more change their own 
code, ſuch as it is, with Engliſhmen, than Engliſh- 


| 7 12 
men would change with Fe their's) foit beſt 
with their climate, i is iriterwoven with their reli. 
gion, and they have been poſſeſſed of it ages be- 
fore the people of this kingdom knew whether | 
they g on an and, or on the Ke + = 
E. 5 il! 

Bur to relurn to our, b je "this ſingle | 
evidence of Captain Cove, grew out of the 
oddity of the queſtion, without which it never 
would have entered his head, to have amuſed the 
Committee with ſuch an idle tale of whimſical 
political interference; nor do I believe that it Was 
more thought of by any one Member of the Com- 
mittee ; otherwiſe, when the Bengal Judicial Bill 
| was introduced into the Houſe of Commons, 
how came it paſs without any mention having 
been made, or even a hint ſtarted, that it would 
be improper to leave in poſſeſſion of the civil and 
judicial powers at Calcutta, monſters, "ho had 
been guilty of ſuch an infamous conſpiracy? All 
the public evidence, that has been yet produced, 
was known then: if there is private- information, 
it ought not to be held back from the public eye; 
if it is held back, and either the. Jodges, or Go- 
vernor General Haſtings, ſuffer i in. the mind of one 
fir ingle fellow ſubject, male or female, from the! in- 
ferences beld up in the report of the Committee, 
it is a mode of puniſhment, unknown to the laws 
of the land, and not to be juſtified on any prin- 
ciples, but ſuch as are adopted at the inquiſition; 

- | and 


% 


{38) 
and no man can ſay whoſe turn it ſhall come to 
next, to have his honour arraigned. There | is 
another Committee who deal more candidly : facts 
are produced, and the ſuppoſed culprit i is candidly 
informed, that attempts will openly and fairly be 
made to fix criminality upon him, but that every 
aſſiſtance will be given him to defend himſelf, 
and no advantage taken, of popular, clamour. to 
prejudice his cauſe. ' Had I a brother 1 luch. a 
ſituation, ſharp, as the fraternal feelings wight 
piece my ſoul, I ſhould bow to the ground, in re- 
verence to the Juſtice of my country; 1 would 
ſooth him ia his misfortunes, as the angel of the 
Lord did our firſt parent, and comfort him in the 
fame words as our immortal poet uſes, in a ſimilar 
ſituation, to that firſt child of human miſery; 
« Go thy ways in peace, the world is all bets 
cc thee, where to chooſe a place of reſt, and Pro- 
« * yidence thy guide,” — Tug 


600 05 1 


"Taz fingularity of the caſe before me, rol 
the uncommon hardſhips the ſuppoſed | criminals 
will ſuffer, if any further ſteps ſhall be taken to 
urge the vengeance of the Houſe againſt the 
not only unheard in their own, defence, bot even 
uninformed of the charge, induces me to endea- 


11777 


vour to draw the attention of the Houſe : of Co Me 


mons and the xl mg to this gxtraordinar ary attempt 
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(14) 
 _ Berween the return of the firſt report, on which 
the Legiſlature had acted, and the introduction of 
the ſecond, in which the curious inſinuations are 
preſented for the conſideration of the public, Mr. 
Philip Francis arrived, who, finding that the Di- 
reftors of the Eaſt India Company, treated him as 
he moſt certainly deſerved, not only for pen- 
ing his inſolent Letter to them at his leaving Ben- 
gal, but alſo for his ſending it to be publiſhed in 
all the Daily Papers, full of ſpleen and malice, 
he applies to the Committee fitting at Weſtmin- 
ſter, to countenance his abominable falſhoods. 
Had I been Chairman of that Committee, moſt 
certainly I would at leaſt have been neuter in that 
whole buſineſs. It reſted with him not to engage 
the paſſions of the awful Senator, in the paltry 
politics of the Eaſt India Proprietor. When the 
devil ſhews his cloven foot, in vain does he at- 
tempt to lead us into vice, with the ſyren's ſong or 
angel's face. Let the General harangue to all 
eternity, not one man will he convince that he is 
actuated by virtue, or from public good, in the pre- 
ſent buſineſs: whether you, Sir, are ſubject to the 
ſame concluſion, I ſhall leave others to determine; 
but I heſitate not one mortient to declare, that to 
this cauſe, and to this cauſe: alone, we owe the 
reference back to the former report, for one 
ſolitary piece of evidence, (extracted, not given) 
in guſtification of the opinion implied of there hav- 
ing * more. of policy than of juſtice, in the 
condemnation 


( 13 ) 
condemnation and execution of Rajah Nund- 
comar.. eyes fin! 3% oat Peay Ce 14 ; 3 ye 
I nave ſaid a great deal th my former Letter 
to. you, Sir, on the'crooked politics, and unfounded 
aſſertions of this genuine Knight of the Poſt, and 
in-fome degree I ſtood pledged to diſſect his Let- 
ter, No. 7, of your appendix. Indeed I have ſuch 
a fertile field before me, of inſtances of this gentle- 
man's want of :candour, and diſregard of truth, that 
I-am/at'a' loſs from hat part of his literary pro- 
mmmh 

rn 23933100007 0 JE i 
' Warn your periniflion; and in order to keep 

in view a former aſſertion of mine, viz. that he 
entered and left Bengal in the ſame gloomy habit 
ofiſoul, predicting the ſudden and abſolute ruin 
of: thàt kingdom, I will preſent you with two 
inſtances only, from the firſt Letter of che 2. 
Pe r e . | 

5 

wn n e of'n a Letter from the Ma- 
jority- at Bengal to the Court of Directors, dated 
the 3d of December, 1774, about ſix weeks after 
the arrival of General Clavering, Colonel N | 
* 1 at ee eher 1 

4 02 «his nm; then of Mr. Haſtidgs, 
e awe ſhall only for the preſent obſerve in general, 


8 n n ay tolerable form of government, 
Otis ; « the 


** A 


Ss 


46 
« the effects of the famine muſt long ſince hays 


: « ceaſed to be felt in a country, where nature aſks 


nothing of the governing power, but not to 
« ſtudy.to reſiſt and defeat her operations. The 
* world will ſoon ſee that it is oppreſſion of the 

< moſt violent and pernicious nature, which has 
has reduced this men neee 
* * population.” t 285 


1 paEy even you, Sir, who I believe to have 


read every thing that has ever been written on 


government and politics, to produce, collected 
together in ſo few words, arguments fo foreign to 
experience, to human reaſon, and to truth; and 
introduced for no other purpoſe, than to lead the 
mind off from a fact, which nobody can deny, to 
daring aſſertions, which e will rn 5 
Taz ſeverity of the ks was kel in the . 
mer of the year 1770, it ſwept away a full fourth 


of the labouring people of the provinces of Ben- 


gal. The Letter fram which the above paragraph 


has been taken, was written in the beginning of 
December, 1774, a little more than four years af 
terwards. Mr. Haſtings's argument led to prove, 


that one cauſe of the collections falling ſhort,” was 
the vaſt number of the cultivators of lands (from 
the crops of which the revenues ariſe) having been 
ſwept away by the famine. If it ſhould pleaſe 
God, i in order to puniſh, us for our manifold ſins, 


to 
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to viſit this kingdom, with-ſo dreadful a calamity, 
as in. one ſummer, to carry off one quarter part of 
the working people of this country, and the reve- 
nues fall ſnort in conſequence. Would you, Sir, 
dare to inſult the underſtanding, and play upon the 
feelings of the Houſe, by aſſuring them, that the 
pteſent evils did not ariſe from the famine; but 
entirely from the miſmanagement * the former 
adminiſtration? 
nn | 
Ir, as they e * n of Bengal, 
ad a tendency to the depopulation of this coun- 
try, how has it come about, that the famine and 
government together, hath not yet quite extirpated 
the people, and deſtroyed the revenues? Mr. 
Haſtings had been but a little more than two 
years in the government of Bengal, when the Ma- 
Jority arrived. Suppoſing him to have been} the 
whole time employed, as they would have us to 
believe, in deviſing the means to finiſh what tbe 
famine had begun, two years before he came from 
Madraſs, and. laid waſte the whole kingdom; if 
they eſtabliſh this fact, will it not bear hard on ſe- 
veral others of theirs, which may be found on the 
Company's books, from November 1773, to Sep- 
tember 17706, when the evils returned with re- 
doubled violence, by the power reverting into the 
hands of the Governor PR mY the dnn * 
| Colonel cial T 11 
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In the ſhort ſpace of time which elapſed from | 


the failing of the laſt ſhips in April, 1575 (when 


they reſted their cauſe on the ſtrength of the accu- 
ſations, (how collected, I have ſhewn) and ſent 
home, as being quite ſufficient to bring about the 
recall of Mr. Haſtings) to the death of Colonel 
Monſon, their Letters to their honourable 
Maſters, the Eaſt India Company, and to the Mi- 
niſtry, took a different turn. They had, by their 
preſence, reſtored health, peace, and plenty, to the 
country, and liberty to the very few inhabitants 
they found. © The ſteady power which had been 
te employed to reſiſt and defeat Nature's opera- 
c tions,” they had effectually removed, and people 
ſprung up together with rice in the fields, ſponta- 
neouſly. Theſe poor young naked natives they 
cloathed, the hungry were fed, and the golden age 
had returned ſo ſuddenly, that every body was 
loſt in rapture and joyous amazement; and all 
this had been brought about by their having found 
in themſelves, thoſe men, © by Whoſe future ſer- 
« yices, and by what future exertion of virtue 
« and ability, ſuch a ſtate can be recovered. Com- 
« mon men are not equal to the occaſion.” he 


UNHAPPV Bengal! what pity, that theſe ange- 
lic beings were not of the nature of Swift's ſtruld- 
bugs, but that on one of them dying, every 
thing as" yk inſtant fall back into its for- 
mer ruin defolation. In ſhort, if you be- 

| lieve 
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| tieve your friend, Mr. F rancis, chaos was come 
again. 


_ I rxzx very unhappy that I cannot amuſe my- 
ſelf in his golden regions, his ſhort-lived elyſium, 
to converſe a little with his beings of a ſeaſon, 
which ſprung up with his power, and could not 
be held back from ſinking again into nothing, on 
the demiſe of Colonel Monſon : it requires a pen 
like your own, Sir, to furniſh a proper epitaph on 
the occaſion, 


No one circumſtance of the conduct of Mr. 
Haſtings i in his preceding adminiſtration, was left 
untouched ; all was pointedly condemned and exe- 
crated, in ſelect and choſen words and phraſes; in 
this mine Mr. Francis toiled inceſſantly, as I ſhall 
abundantly ſhew. Major Scott, having trod the 
ground before, has diſpoſed of the treaty of Be- 
nares, Rohello war, King's tribute, and ſeveral 
other ſubjects; but the mine is inexhauſtible, and 
would furniſh endleſs materials to prove, that the 
Majority never once expected, that their repreſen- 
tations would be controverted, or their aſſertions 
diſputed, but depended entirely on the prejudices 
of the nation, and the influence of the Miniſtry, 
to bring about the recall of the Governor Gene- 
ral. The following paragraphs have been ex- 
tracted from one of the firſt Letters of the Ma- 
jority to the Court of Directors. 
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| ParaAcRaAPH 70. © The Letters received by 
General Clavering from ſeveral of the Com- 


* pany's military officers entruſted with ſeparate 


commands, will be found deſerving of notice. 
« They contain accounts of the military expedi- 
< tions and hoſtilities, carried on againſt a number 
of Rajahs and Zemindars, without any authority 
« from the preſent government, or any direct 
© communication to us of the plan of execution 
ce of them. Moſt of theſe meafures appear to 
ce have been directed by the provincial Chiefs of 
ce Patna and Burdwan, ſome time after our arrival 
c here. In ſome places, the Rajahs are reduced 
„ to obedience, and give hoſtages: in many 
ce others, the villages are burnt, and the corn cut 
<« down and deſtroyed. Enſign Scott, having re- 
ce ceived orders from the Chief of Patna, to ſeize 
&* or expel Rajah Tuttah Shaw, purſues him into 
&« Sujah ul Dowlah's dominions, and makes three of 
< the Vizier's ſubjects priſoners of war. Captain 
« Crawford, by order of the Chief of Burdwan, 
c entered Patcoom on the 5th of laſt month, with 
c fx companies of Seapoys, took the capital, le- 
e yelled the town, and cleared the country, in or- 
& der to make the poſt tenable. On the gth, he 
& attacks and drives the natives before him, af- 
c ter which, the whole country fled into the moun- 
ce tains, He ſays, he is endeavouring to ſow diſ- 


L ſention among their e ſo as to induce them 


o to 


11 


E 

5 to ſubmit, or enable him with eaſe to rout 
e them out. | 

PARAGRAPH 71. © We do not pretend to de- 
ce termine at preſent, whether meaſures of this na- 
4 ture be neceſſary or not; but we think it very 
extraordinary, that military expeditions of ſuch 
e importance, and leading to ſuch conſequences, 
“ ſhould be undertaken, not only without the or- 
« ders, but without the knowledge of this Board. 
« We are forry to be obliged to conclude this ar- 
<« ticle with declaring, that as far as we are able 
to judge, the general principle which ſeems to 
have animated this government, as well with re- 
„ ſpect to the natives of the provinces, as to the 
neighbouring ſtates, has had too near a rela- 
< tion to the expreſſive words ſo often made uſe 
(©. of extirpate, exterminate, root out, and annibilate. 


{4  atity 23 
w# ; , + 


—:: OP CLATENING: 


hs 1 eb « GEO. MONSON, 
MACE. F772: 

416 305 108 6 = £4 
War uncandid mifſrepreſentations have we 
here of neceſſary political meaſures, unavoidable 
in their nature, except ve ſit tamely down, whilſt 
2 race of lawleſs ſavage Barbarians, lay waſte and 
depopulate our moſt fertile plains, | 
1 | THrHovcn 
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_ Trnovcn Clevering was violent, and Monſon 
ſarcaſtic, they, were accompliſhed ſoldiers, and,”I 
hope, ſtrangers to the above deteſtable chicanery ; 
though the language and enn ſuit Francis 
* 


| Many parts of the provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, are bounded by thick woods and hills, 
riſing one above another to a moderate height. 
Several of the vallies behind the woods, and 
between the mountains, are inhabited by dif- 
ferent tribes of unſocial beings, not many degrees 
removed from the ſavage life. Theſe banditti 
had, under all governments, in all periods of 
known time, infeſted and laid waſte the fertile 
cultivated plains of the above- mentioned pro- 
vinces, now poſſeſſed by the Eaſt India Company. 
Various plans had been formed, and many expe- 
riments tried, to reduce theſe people to order, 
and to cover the farmers in the adjacent plains, 
from their miſchievous devaſtations, which con- 
tinually deſtroyed the inhabitants, and impeded 
the collections of the revenue. By degrees, a chain 
of military poſts had been formed on the confines 
of our territories, which connected with, and ſup- 
ported one another, The officers commanding 
theſe poſts, were, in general, put under the direc» 
tions of the civil ſervants, ſuperintending the col- 
| lections i in the diſtrict on which the poſt depended; 


pthers commanded partizan corps, ſtationed in the 
hills, 


0 23 ) | 

bills,iand acted under the immediate orders of the 
"Preſidency. | Many of theſe commands were fo 
diſtant from Calcutta, that it was indiſpenſably 
neceflary. for the Board to give general inſtructions, 
and confide a great deal in the diſcretional con- 
duct of the different collecting reſidents, and com- 
manding officers. The powers of the former were 
not unſimilar to thoſe anciently given to the Lords 
of the Marches in England, to repel by force of 
arms, the ſudden incurſions of a fierce, valiant, 
northern people; and the latter had ſuch kind of 
orders as our modern commanders receive, when 
entruſted by government with an een | 
* a neighbouring ſtate. 


1 his was intended, Was he preſervation of 
Gees and properties of the Company's farmers, 
or (if you like it better) the King's ſubjects. If 
this could be effected by moderate means and fair 
treaties, with the Rajahs, Zemindars, and other 
. Chiefs of the Hill: people (as thoſe motley tribes 
of independent free-booters are commonly called) 
it was ſo to be effected; if not, then they were 
to proceed by force, to drive them further from 
our boundaries; or, if neceſſary, to ſubje& them 
entirely to our government. Look round the 
world; ſearch into every page of antient and mo- 
dern hiſtory, and inform the public, how a new 
ſovereignty, lately acquired by conqueſt, part of a 
wh continent, and in a ſimilar ſituation with the 
provinces 


(' 24) 
provinces of Bengal and Bahar, are by other means 
to be delended and nan n n iger 


So there were orders of the Eaſt India Coms 
pany's, which poſitively forbad a further extention 
of their dominions on that ſide of India; and it 
was for the purpoſe of the Majority, that the ne- 
ceſſary and unavoidable meaſures which had been 


taken, in order to form a ſtrong barrier for the 


| fafety of thoſe dominions, ſhould be repreſented 
in Europe as a breach of thoſe orders, and an ava- 
ricious ambition in the late Adminiſtration, to ob- 
tain new provinces for the Company, by the force 
of their arms. With what candour, and on what 
foundation, orders, iſſued to obtain the very pur- 
poſes intended by the Company, have been per- 
verted by the Majority, in order to criminate'the 
conduct of the Governor General, has vn Wenn 


ſhewn. 


Soo were the men the late Miniſtry en 
to correct abuſes, and give to the government of 
this deluded kingdom, candid information of the 

real ſtate of the Company's affairs in Aſia; and I 
am much miſtaken, if the Lord Advocate. in his late 
muchſtud:ed harrangue, has not let puſſy peep a little 
too plainly out of the bag, by giving the Houſe 
to underſtand, what the intentions of the laſt Mi- 
niſters were, with reſpect to India affairs, the ſend- 


ing out of another ſhip load or two of locuſts, un- 
| | der 
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der the denomination of ſuperviſors, to devour the 
remaining wine and oil of that unhappy country, 
Bengal. I will hope that we have eſcaped that 
great evil, and that no more duplicates of coer- 
cive meaſures, or Boſton port bills, are to be ſent 
as padlocks on the Ganges, but that the time is 
arrived, when not not only the nation, but even 
the Eaſt India Company, are emancipated from 
their ſervile and dependent ſituation, on a venal 
court faction. 


Ax honourable Baronet complimented the able 
Advocate on his acquiring ſuch extenſive know- 
ledge in Aſiatic affairs in ſo ſhort a time. Had he 
forgot that the man comes from the Northward, : and 
was bred a Lawyer? What has he collected but 
words? +I will venture to wager with the honour- 
able Baronet, that if he will but ſend him, or any 
other famous man of the profeſſion, half a peck of 
pagodas, they will collect much better words, and 
more of them in his defence. His lordſhip ſtrews 
a few laurels on the grave of that wonderful man, 
Lord Clive, (on whoſe vaſt abilities I never think, 
but with admiration); but I remember other orators 
of the ſame profeſſion, ſtraining all their powers to 
blacken the character, and tarniſh the luſtre of that 
great hero's virtues. Is the nation never to allow a 
little honeſt praiſe to living worthies? Muſt no good 
man taſteof fame inthe vale of peace? Shall ſuch an 
incendiary as I have, and ſhall prove, Mr. Francis to 

þ be. 
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be, have his works made part of the national re- 
cords; and in the ſame volume, a ſtain be thrown 


on the ſpotleſs character of Governor Genera! 


Haſtings ? If, forgetting the injuries done by the 
dead, and applauding thoſe now forging by the 
living, is the high road to intereſt in this world, 
and heaven in the next, I fear, I ſhall ſtay where 
J am until the curtain drops, and then ſink into 
the oppoſite place to heaven; for I feel no ſymp- 
' toms of repentance working on my mind; and 
people advanced in life, do not grow Jeſs obſti- 
nate by living longer. 


Nov, Sir, I a fair inveſtigation into the me- 
rits of Mr. Francis's Letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors: their neglect of which, your Committee 
ſeems ſo extremely diſpleaſed with, I grudge 
ſuch a document the paper it has already 
_ waſted, and is about to waſte; but this man 
muſt be put totally to ſilence, and the labour- 
ers which keeps about Debrett's ſhop, diſmiſſed 
to ſeek their bread by ſome more worthy em- 
ployment, than alarming the nation with fic- 
titious accounts of things which never exiſted. 
Abler workmen have taken the matter up in 
a much more honourable place, or I ſhould 
never by ſuch grubs as thoſe, have been rouſed 


from my compleat contempt for them and 
their maſler, 


I HAVE, 


| (7 ) 

IHA, Sir, cauſed, the whole Letter, as it 
ſtands in the appendix, No. 7, to your re- 
port, to be copied in ſeparate paragraphs, and 
under each paragraph you will find my re- 


marks and obſervations; this I thought better 
than being obliged conſtantly to refer the 
reader back to the Letter itſelf. No man 
knows, Sir, better than you do, how neceſſary 
perſpicuity is to the fully underſtanding what 
a writer means. 01 


Fixx 
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Mr, F R A N CI IN Letter to the Covar of 


Dixkcrons. 


0 © Gentlemen, 


OR your convenience, as well as to af: 

ſiſt my own memory, J have thrown to- 

* gether, in the paper which I have now the 
* honour to deliver you, ſhort . memorandums 
© of the principal points on which I wiſh, and 
« propoſe, to give you all the information in 
my power. Some things will require explana- 
© nation, others may have been omitted, which I 
may recolle& hereafter. I am ready, and ſhall 
be ſo at all times, to anſwer any queſtions you 
may think fit to put to me; and I hope that if 
5 © any thing farther ſhould occur to me, which may 
M * eſcape - 


Be” 
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_ Eefſcape my attention, you will allow me to com- 
© municate it to you in writing, whether as a 
correction of any of the contents of this Paper, 

* or; in addition to them, 12412 5 


I have the honour ah be, 
Gentlemen, - 
8 Tour moſt obedient and 
Eaſt India Houſe, 5 nbi Servant, 
19th Nov. 17817. P. FRAN CIS. 


REMARK. 


Knowinc the deſponding ſpirit ol We e at 
fiction, to which Mr. Francis was ſo exceſſively 
prone, I cannot blame the Court of Directors 
for being content to hold no farther converſe or 
with the man: 989 z 

8 | : 
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* Chairman and Debuty Chairman of the E Ho- 
1 IM © nourable the Court of Directors. a | aig 


Dil 


nos «Eaſt India Houſe, r9th 1 1 58 ; 


PAR. 1. When I had the honour of addreſs- 
41 ing the Court of Directors from St. Helena, it 
© was not known to me, that one of the ſubjects 
on which I propofed to give them information, 
© would be brought ſo directly and explicitly into 

SURE 5 SOT: as 1 find it has been, by Mr. Haſ- 
25 : 5 tings's 
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© tings's Letter to them, of the 2d of December, 
© 1780; as he therein expreſsly tells you,“ That 
© they ſhall be under the pecefſity of making a 
© Jarge reduction, and poſſibly a total ſuſpenſion 
© of your inveſtment for the enſuing year; and 
© that he cannot pronounce what their ability may 
© be, beyond that period.” © have nothing to 
© offer on that head, but that I am thoroughly 
© convinced, that the neceſſity to which Mr. Haſ- 
« tings alludes, will continue to operate, if not in- 
© creaſe in its force, and in all its effects; and 
© that no man, who knows any thing of the real 
* ſtate of India, can, even by conjecture, point out 
© a period at which ſuch neceſſity will ceaſe to be 
« felt. Peace at preſent, is not within ſight; and, 
© whenever there ſhall be a peace, I can venture to 
© aſſure you, that the comparitive ſtate of your ex- 
< pences and refources in India, as they will then 
< ſtand, will not exhibit a ſurplus applicable to the 
purchaſe of an inveſtment. It is my moſt ſerious 
opinion, that you will never again have an in- 
* veſtment purchaſed with the ſavings from the re- 
© venues at Bengal. I hear you have lately au- 
* thorized the Governor and Council, to draw upon 
you for 500,000. to be applied ſtrictly to this 
object: you know, better, than I do, how Tong 
the Company can ſupport ſuch a demand vpon 
their reſources in England. As long as it can 
* be ſupported, you will conſult the welfare of 
0 - Bengal, at kaſt, in laying this burden on the 
g AT" 
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© Companys If there be no inveſtment purchaſed 
© in one year, the landed revenue of the country 
« will, in a little time, be found to fail nearly in 
the ſame proportion: one is, in effect, the 
« ſupply of the other. Again, as there is properly 
no trade in Bengal, or next to none, but that 
« which is created by the purchaſe of the Com- 
* pany 's inveſtment, it follows, that, in whatever 
proportion ſuch inveſtment is diminiſhed, the ma- 
* nufacturers are ſo far forth left without employ- 
ment; the conſequence of which muſt be, that 
they will either fly the country, or turn to ſome 
other occupation, and the manufactures be pro. 
« portionably debaſed, if not irrecoverably loſt. 
Reflections of this nature, I preſume, muſt have 
occurred to you, when you authorized the Go- 
0 vernor and Council to draw upon you for ſo 
large a ſum, Whether it will be in their power 
* to apply the whole of it in the manner you ex- 
« pe&, I very much doubt: but as a collateral re- 
. ſource, applicable to the ſame object, I ſubmit to 
you to conſider, whether the following idea 
0 might not be adopted with advantage, under 
* ſuch corrections and improvements as your own 
judgment may ſuggeſt. That all Europeans, and 
* others, reſident in Bengal, having money which 
, they wiſh to remit to England, ſhould be invited 

to ſubſcribe it into the Treaſury of the Board of 
a Trade, to be applied to the purchaſe of piece 

goods, raw ſilk, &c. on condition that their bills 

* ON 
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e on the Company, at a favourable rate of ex 
© change, (ſuppoſe, for example, 28. 1d. the cur- 
© rent rupee) ſhall be accepted and paid at a given 
© period, after the arrival of the ſkips.in England. 
© This expedient, I believe, will produce twenty- 
© five lacks a year, at leaſt for a year or two; and, 
© as far as it went, the extraction of ſpecie from 
England and from Bengal, would be propor- 
* tionably and equally faved. I ſubmit this 
merely as a hint to your better judgment.? 


REMARK. „ 

Ma. Haſtings had ſome doubts that he ſhould 
not be able to continue the full ſupport of four 
different armies, belonging to the Company, then 
actually in the field, and looking, every man of 
them, to Bengal for ſupport and ſubſiſtence; and 
at the ſame time continue to ſend annually home 
to the Company, an inveſtment, amounting to 
800,000, or 1,000,000]. ſterling, as he had 
done for years paſt ; beſides ſupplying money and 
proviſions to Bombay and Madraſs. So circum- 
ſtanced, he thought it his duty to adviſe the 
Company at home of his apprehenſions, that they 
might not load themſelves with the expence of 
unneceſſary tonnage, in order to carry home Ben- 
gal goods, which it might happen he could not 
ſpare money to provide. Was not this juſtifiable 
and 
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———— of Ending out — 
abled him to go on with the inveſtment? and is 
it not now known, that there is at Bengal; and an 
its way home, more than a million and a half of 


Bengal goods, provided to enable the Company to 


make good the bills which neceſſity has obliged 


the different Preſidencies to da on the Com- 


pany ? 


IN the latter part of this firſt paragraph, Mr: 
Francis modeſtly offers a hint to the Court of 
Directors, which he would hope to obtrude on the 
world for his own. Is it poſſible that this man 


was unacquainted with all the different ways that 


this, his hint, has been given to the Company be- 


fore? So far back as to the years 1762 and 
1763, 1 remember, Mr. Gregory, now the :Chait- 


man of the Court of Directors, (whoſe: honeſt 
name I would not preſume to join with Mr. 
Francis's, were it not in the cauſe of truth,) often 
mentioned his apprehenſions, that ſending of: fo 
much money out of the country, that was acquired 


by individuals, and at the fame time their ſupply- 


ing the foreign companies for bills, which pre- 
vented the farther importation of bullion, would 


in a few years impede the neceſſary circulation in 


the provinces, and hurt the revenues, wiſhing, ſome 


means could be deviſed to receive private property 


D | for 
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for notes on the Company. A ſew years after; 
Governor Verelſt ſtated this matter fully and 
fairly to the Company, with his fears of the con- 
ſequences, hinting at the ſame remedy. After 
that, a merchant of extenſive experience, ſtated in 
the Free Merchants Letters the ſame evil, and 
propoſed the ſame remedy. From this laſt, 
Maſter Francis (being very fond of the man) 
ſtole the hint, as he calls it; but he cannot even 
ſteal fairly. The author of the Free Merchants 
Letters propoſes, that the Company ſhall receive 
the current rupee at the exchange of two ſhillings, 
and grant bills on Europe at a very long ſight; 
and Mr. Francis well knows, that all the Euro- 
peans in Bengal, would very gladly pay in every 
ſixpence they could get on ſuch terms, with a view 
that they, or their friends, ſhould receive it in 
Europe, with an intereſt of three per cent. even 
five years after paying of it into the Company's 
caſh at Bengal. Had he offered this exchange, I 
ſhould have ſaid nothing; but his cunning (for it 
is all he has to ſerve him in place of wiſdom) fug- 
geſted, that though he himſelf had taken money 
out of the treaſury for his wages, at two-ſhillings 
the current rupee, yet that he never had paid in 
any at leſs than two ſhillings and one penny; and 
he thought that if he gave in his hint on terms 
| leſs advantageous for others, than he had taken for 

himſelf, ſomebody would take take notice of it. 


Thus do the wicked ever dig pits for others, and 
- fall 


TW). 
Fall into them themſelves : for I dare him to deny; 
that he ever received money 'from the Company, 
at more than two ſhillings the current rupee, or 
took bills on them for leſs than two ſhillings and 
one penny. es, 


PaR. 2. © The ſecond point, on which I meant 
© to offer you ſome information, was the ſtate of the 
© adminiſtration of juſtice in Bengal; but as I find 
© that this ſubject has already been taken up by the 
« legiſlature, and is likely to be reſumed at the meet- 
© ing of Parliament, I ſhall not enter further into 
©it in this place. One fact only it 1s fit you ſhould 
© be appriſed of, becauſe it directly concerns the 
Company's intereſt, and may require ſome imme- 
« diate orders from you. It is, that whereas, in 
© many acts and declarations of the Governor Ge- 
© neral and Council, and more particularly in their 
declaration made to the Supreme Court of Ju- 
« dicature, on the 1ith of March, 1780, it was 
* conſtantly avowed and maintained by them, that 
t the Zemindars, and other Landnolders of Bengal, 
* were excluſively ſubject to the juriſdiction of the 
© Governor General and Council; the Chief Juſtice 
of the Supreme Court was, nevertheleſs, appointed 
© in October, 1780, by a Majority of the Board, con- 
ſiſtingof the Governor General and Sir Eyre Coote, 
* againſt Mr. Wheler and me, to be Superintend- 
«ent, or Judge, of the Dewanne Adawlets, and to 
decide, in the laſt reſort, in all appeals from thoſe 
D 2 courts; 
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« courts ) that the Chief Juſlice had accepted the 
office; and that on the 24th, of October, the 
Governor General propoſed an allowance of 


g, 600 Sicca rupees a month for the Chief Vas. 
vhich at that time was not voted.“ 


R E M A RK. 

Tux ſubject of appointing the Chief Juſtice to 
the Superintendance of the Sudder Dewanne Aday- 
let, with a ſalary adequate to the fatigue of the 
* duty, was propoſed as a conciliatory meaſure, and 
referred home to the Company for their approba- 
tion. The reaſons for the turn given, to it in the 
Committee, have been explained in this and my 
former Letter. 1 ſhall only. ſubjain here, that 
though Mr. Haſtings has been continued i in the 
government ten years, ſo oddly 9 ah fallen 
out, that no plan of his has had any time. given 
it to prove by expericnce its _— we Bengal, 
they are now acting under the ſanction of Ads of 
Parliament of laſt ſeſſion, little dreaming that all is 
going to be new-modelled, Wich ſuch unſteadi- 
neſs of government at the ſeat of empire, how, can 
we expect tranquillity and caſe. at the extremes; 
which, in point of diſtance by ſea, muſt be con- 
4 with reſ e to the mother een an- 
tipodical? 
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PAR. 3. * Theſe ſabjefts being diſmiſſed, I 
come to the great leading facts, which conflitute 
the actual ſtate of India, as far as J am acquainted 
« with it : 1ſt. The dominions'of you ally, or ra- 
© ther your vaſſal, the Nabob of Oude, are utterly, 
and, I believe, irrecoverably, ruined. In the 
« year 1796, the revenues of that country, and its 
* dependencies, exceeded three hundred lacks of 
© rupees. In April, 1780, they were ſo reduced, 
that, whereas the Company's demand on the 
© Vizier for that year, as ftated by Mr. Charles 
« Purling, amounted to one hundred and twenty 
© lacks, and, as ſtated by me, to one hundred 
© and fifty lacks, no aſſignments could be had 
from the Vizier for more than ninety lacks, and 
he himſelf was reduced to the abſolite:warit of 
a bare ſubſiſtence for himſelf and kis family. 
« You will find the particulars recorded in our con- 
* ſultation of the 3d of April, 1780. Tou cannot 
© but be ſenfible how far the fact of itſelf extends, 


and to what conſequences it leads. I mention it 


now for the following reaſon, out of many that 
pott of the Committee of Proprietors, dated the 
* 19th' of December, 1780, credit is taken (under 
5 the head of outſtanding debts due to the Com- 
* pany) for current rupees, 25,65,989, due by 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, with as much 
* apparent confidence and ſecurity, as if you had 


the money in your treaſury in Leadenhall- 


s ſtreet, 
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« ſtreet.” Now I do aſſure you, that this debt, ſa 
far from being diſcharged, is by this time immo- 
* derately increaſed ; and that it never can be dif. 
c charged out of the revenues of Oude, which, 
© when-I left India, were far ſhort of being equal 
* to the indiſpenſable eſtabliſhments of that go- 
vernment, and which were ſtill declining rapidly 
© every day. 2d. I have good reaſon to believe, 
that your ally, the Rana of Gobub, as I find him 
+ entitled in the Governor General's Letter, is much 
+ diflatisfied with the preſence - of your troops, 
* and with the effects it has produced in his coun- 
try: That Major Popham was ſo apprehenſive 
* of being betrayed by him to the Mahrattas, that 
he ſeldom or never ventured to communicate 
this plan of operations to him, and more particu- 
© larly in the inſtance of his enterprize on Gwa- 
lior; and that no part of the ſubſidy, due by the 
treaty from the Rana, or only a very ſmall pro- 
portion of it, had been diſcharged, The truth 
* is, he is ſo inconſiderable, that I had hardly 
* ever heard of his name, before the treaty of al- 
* hance with him, and guarantee of his dominions, 
£ were propoſed by the Governor General. 3d. With 
F reſpe& to the Rajah of Berar, you are already in 
b poſſeſſion of my opinion of his views and diſ- 

s poſition towards our government, and of the in- 
* tent and conſequence of his keeping an army 
£ ſtationed upon our frontier in Cuttack, In my 
L n of the 9 of March laſt, I told you 
* that 
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© that he had made a demand of money from us 
for the payment of this army. I muſt now add 
it as a fact, which I have abſolute. reaſon to be- 
© eve true, though I am not able to prove it, that 
* money, to the amount of three or four lacks of 
£ rupees, was actually ſent to the commandant 
of that army, and that a much larger ſum was 
* promiſed by the Governor General, without the 
advice, conſent, or knowledge, of the Council: 
With reſpect to the detachment under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Pearce, avowedly 
formed for the purpoſe of . marching through 
* Cuttack and the Northern Circars, towards the 
„Carhatie, and of co-operating with. Sir Eyre 
Cote, I muſt, inform you, that ſo long as the 
above Mahratta army remains upon the frontier, 
the detachment cannot move without leaving 
Bengal open to invaſion; that, while the Mah- 
© rattas. keep. the ſame, or any other ſituation up- 
on our frontier,, they neceſſarily engage too 
much of our force and attention from other 
objects; which, without an actual rupture with 
us, produces many other effects of the. moſt 
avowed hoſtility. I do not think the Governor 
General himſelf will deem it prudent to move 
Colonel Pearce's detachment ſouthwards, until 
the danger, which may and ought to be appre- 
| © hended from the uncertain motions of the Ra- 
jah of Berar, ſhall be clearly and abſolutely re- 
moved: he cannot do it, but in contradiction to 
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/ opinion, repeatedly given at the Board, and 
which ought to hold good as long as the ſtate 
© of facts is the ſame. He never can obtain the 
conſent of Mr. Wheler, who, 1 know, is im- 
moveably fixed in this point: and finally, he 
© rarinot do it even with the approbation of Sir 
© Eyre Coote, who, though very deſirous of re- 
© ceiving every poſſible ſupport from Bengal, did 


* nevertheleſs, freely admit, that the meaſure was 
not to be thought of, ' unleſs we were perfectly 


© ſecure of the Mahratta army in Cuttack. Tou 
already know, that, in November, 1780, the 
© bonded and other debts againſt your treaſury in 
© Bengal, exceeded eighty lacks of current rupees: 
© You may depend upon it, that that burden will 


increaſe as long at leaſt as the war continues, and 


as long as money can be borrowed on any terms. 
„Ath. In the report of the Committee of Pro- 
© prietors, L find the bonded debt of Bombay, 
© ſtated at 35,11,955 Bombay rupees. The fact 
© js, that, on the zoth of April, 1780, their 
©bohded' debt amounted to $50,89,213 Bombay 
© rupees. ' Having no means to pay the intereſt 
© of g per cent. on this debt, their practice is to 


convert the intereſt; at the end of every half 
«year, into principal. Suppoſing this to be done, 


das I have no doubt it has been, the reſult will be, 
© that; at the end of October, 178 f, their bonded 
debt will amount to 38,0%, 634 Bombay rupees, 
admitting that the debt is not otherwiſe in- 
ela * creaſed 


— 
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« creaſed by an additional loan: It is alſo a fact, 
* that, by their own eſtimate, their expences from 
April 1780, to April 1781, would exceed their 
5 reſources in the ſum of 38,34,492 rupees, which 
© of courſe, is a debt on the government, whe- 
© ther bonded or not. The whole Bombay debt, 
$ therefore, without reckoning any thing incurred 
* fince April laſt, muſt now ſtand at 96, 42, 126 

Bombay rupees, and this I believe to be very 
F oY under the amount.“ 


REMARK. 


Tat foregoing paragraph runs up to ſo many 
counts, as the lawyers call it, that it will be no 
eaſy matter to ſeparate: them. This firſt is in the 
true ſtile of ruin and deſpondence, with which 
Mr. Francis has at all times exerciſed his 
pen. 2 


To this I ſhall only obſerve, that Mr. Fran- 
cis and his friends were in the government of 
Bengal, when the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah died, 
and purſued what meaſures they pleaſed, as to the 
mode of conducting the government of his coun- 
try; for Mr. Briſtow, the confidential friend of 
the Majority, a very worthy. and capable young 
man, was ſent up as a dry nurſe to the fooliſh 
fellow, and worſe than beaſt, Aſoph ul Dowlah, 
the Yizier's ſon and ſucceſſor. Nothing was, or 
could 
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vouid be done, in that government, but by the 
orders of the Majority, recommended and car- 
ried; into execution by Mr. Briſtow. The Ideot- 
Nabob's army was reformed, his houſehold ſettled, 
his civil liſt diſburſements arranged, and every 
fingle circumſtance adjuſted, by themſelves, under 
management of their own; agent, who continued 
there until the beginning of 1777; when Mr. 
Middleton, who had been reſident at the old Vi. 
_ zier's court before their arrival, was ſent by Mr. 
Haſtings to ſupplant Mr. Briſtow, as Mr. Briſtow 
had been ſent by the Majority to ſupplant him. 
This gentleman, well verſed in all the affairs of 
the Vizier's court, continued to act about the 
fame length of time as Mr, Briſtow had ated, 
when Sir Eyre Coote, wiſhing to have Mr. Pur 
ling made the Reſident, another very able ſervant 
of the Company's, well verſed in the languages. 
and modes of conducting buſineſs in Aſiatic courts, 
was fent in the room of Mr. Middleton. 
Soo after the time this laſt gentleman went 
up, Mr. Francis ſtates the tatal ruin of the coun- 
try of Oude, in a ſtile of deſpondency peculiarly 
his own. Would it not have been candid in him, 
to have ſaid ſomething of the time this great ruin 
commenced ? or does he mean to infer that Oude, 
like Bengal, during the management of their 
agent, Mr. Briſtow, flouriſhed in all the luxury 
of plenty; but the inſtant, Mr, Middleton return - 
485 | ed, 
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, ed, all was ruined: and deſtroyed ?\ I believe the 
people of this country begin to be a little too well 
acquainted with his monſtrous ſtories, to believe, 
on his bare word, that the Vizier's dominions, 
during his and his friends adminiſtration, produced 
full three millions of pounds ſterling per annum 
but that, in leſs than three years after his party had 
loſt the power, the Nabob and his family wanted a 
bare ſubſiſtence. Such an aſſertion is truly worthy 
one of the diſciples of Nuwpcomar's academy; 
but that does not leſſen the inſult offered to the 
Houſe of Commons, and to the 3 im- 
e on | them * n falſchoods, 


ably. The Rana of Gobub Mr. Francis never 
heard of before : that, as luck will have it, may 
be true; his enquiries led him not that way; if 
they had, he would have heard of that tributary 
Prince, and fifty others, who inhabit the continent 
of India: but a man, that ſhould ſet himſelf up 
for a perſon who underſtood the politics of Eu- 
rope, and at the ſame time own that he never heard 
of the Prince of - Heſſe, the Elector of Hanover, 
Swiſs Cantons, republics of Venice, of Florence, 
and other ſmall ſtates of Italy, would not have 
much-credit given him for his een in The 
n of nen | 


"(is numerous are the ſmall fates of Afia, 
whoſe ſiryation obliges them to watch the motions 
14 ; | of 
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of the great potentates, and trim over, firſt to one, 
and then to the other, as intereſt may incline, or 
neceſſity compel. But of this Mr. Francis knows 
nothing; nor does he ſeem to know, that fince 
the Engliſh have eſtabliſned themſelves on that 
peninſula, a kind of balance of power hath imper- 
ceptibly formed itſelf, that Will, in all human pro- 
ability, on à general peace taking place, (which 
we may expect to hear of ſhortly,) be adjafted in 
ſueh a manner, a9 to ſecure the ing ron fo of that 
RARE —__ yur to come. 


_ "#18 
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vu Whbenerer Mer. Franeis, erging his opĩ- 


nion, depends on his own poſitive aſſertions, he is 


for ever unlucky. The detachment under Colonel 
Pearce did move on, and arrived ſafe on the coaſt. 
He ſheuld be more cautious of committing Mr. 
Wheler, now he is no longer influenced by his 
pernicions counſel: that gentleman is emanci- 
pated; and having had time to think for him · 
ſelf, joins the Governor General in all his plans 

for a peace; to obtain which honourably, you 
* —— muſt Ow” a Power to reſiſt 
by war. 5 | + of 6 $95 20 e, 11002 
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*r Mr. mer did, on his own {re cre- 
dit, raiſe three or four lacks of rupees, and with ſo 
ſmall a ſum purchaſe the neutrality of ſo powerful 
a branch ef the Mahratta empire as the Rajah of 
r e thereby enable Colonel Pearee to paſs 
00 unmoleſted 


. 4s by liner ws ll 
uamoleſted Aug not only: rea 9 bot 
alſo through the dominions of the, Subah of the 
Deccan,-and join Sir Eyre Coote on the coaſt with 
ſuch a noble reinforcement, what words are ſtrong 
enough in which to ſpeak the praiſe due to fuch a 
noble. effort of diſintereſted patriotiſm 4, A Prince 
nearly. connected, by every tie natural and reli- 
gious, to the firſt Mahratta power againſt whom 
we were in arms, and himſelf able to bring foriy 
thouſand horſe into the field, has been bought off, 
by Mr. Francis's account, for thirty or forty thou- 
ſand pounds. Cheap doings, theſe: I wiſh ſome 
of our i een could 0 ch a 


4 
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* n * 5th. 1 cannot 6 pl badete 
the bonded debt at Fort Saint George; but 
x have heard from good authority, that it amounted 
to the utmoſt they could borrow. One fact, 

however, is neceſſary to be brought into your 
4 immediate obſervation; that whereas the Com- 
© mittee of. Proprietors have taken credit in their 
report for out-ſtanding debts and propertymtFort 
St. George, convertable into caſh, to the amount 
* of 1,380,083/.. that whole credit, ar by far the 
« greateſt part af it, is ideal. Their expenees are 
eſtimated by Sir Eyre Coote at above ſeven lacks 
of rupees. a month, which he declares, muſt 


* all come nd as there were no re. 
„ „ ſources 
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« ſhurces in the Carnatic; from which a a fingle pas 
% rn was to be 3 | | 
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REMARK. 


Tur — of the * FR on » bond a at {the 
different ſettlements, I ſhall admit to be accurate, 
though brought forward by Mr. Francis; and 


7 2 , 
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| ſhall only obſerve, that the aggregate ſum does 
not amount to what the Bengal bonded debt alone 


amounted to when Mr. Rania © came to the g- 

vernment of that uff. | I 
Tar ngaal revenues of Bengal alone, amount 

to more than double the ſum; and if we add that 


part of the revenue of; Oude, which muſt, and al- 


ways will, be applied to the pay ment of our army 
on the peace eſtabliſhment, this bugbear of Mr. 
Francis will diſappear inſenſibly in a year or two 
after the preſent troubles ſubſide. The Com- 
pany's bonds, like our national funds, riſe or fall 


in their value, on a nearer or more diſtant proſ- 


pect of a peace. I have known them formerly 
often above par in the market; nor is it ever, but 


vith reluctance, that the bond-holders at Bengal, 


bring them in for payment; and the government 
may always reduce the intereſt to five: per cent. 
which is not equivalent to more than two * cent. 
in Europe. | | | 
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PAR. 
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1 5. * 6th; In Bengal, I am firſt to ot 

« ſerve to you, that all the eſtabliſhments in the 
© civil departments, have been immoderately in- 
< creaſed ſince Sir John Clavering's death; but 
© theſe, however great in themſelves, are not to be 
mentioned in compariſon with the exceſs to which 
© the military charges have been carried in the 
£ ſame period. Ia the 28th article of the inſtruc- 
tions which General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, 
and I, carried out with us, in the year 14 74," the 
Company ſay, our military expences at Bengal, 
© having increaſed to a degree which is become ix 
* ſupportaZle to us, we, in an eſpecial manner, en- 
join you to make ſtrict enquiry into the cauſes | 
of ſuch increaſe, &c.” At that time, the mi- 
© litary charge, which the Company called inſup- 
portable, as in truth it was, did not exceed eighty 
© lacks of current rupees per annum. The eſtimate 
of the ſame eſtabliſhment, for the year ending in 
April laſt, amounted to two hundred and fours 
teen lacks and an half; and this charge, [ con- 
clude, has increaſed in the current year: Iam 
« ſure, it cannot have been diminiſhed. I am un- 
«willing to ſay any thing of the actual ſtate of the 
army, in regard to its effective ſtrength, com- 

pared with the eſtabliſhment, its diſcipline, or 
the punctuality with which the native troops ate b 
paid, becauſe it would be going our of my own 
department, and partly becauſe I cannot give 
© you lights on this A from my own direct 
5 knowledge 


( 


9 knowledge of it: thus far, however, I W it 
© my duty to ſay, that from my own obſervation, 
© and from all the information I have been able to 
« collect, I have too much reaſon to believe, that 
0 your army actually wants a ſtrict inſpection into 
- © its diſcipline, and a vigorous command over it; 
© and that this is true, in a degree much beyond 
* what you will be inclined to believe, or what 1 
© could make good. The thing, in its nature, js 
© not capable of proof, in England. Your judg- 
© ment, therefore, muſt be guided and determined 
© by your opinion of the veracity and honour of 
© thoſe whom you conſult.” | 


REMARK. 


MX. Francis would certainly lows ddnd wiſely 
in ſaying nothing about the army, even on his 
own principles, his extreme ignorance on the ſub- 
ject; but there are other more weighty reaſons, 
which having ſlipped his memory, 1 han _ he 
liberty to recall them to it. 


$4.96 >} 


Ax what period did this want of order and diſ- 

_ <Eipline commence ? Did it exiſt when General Cla- 
vering arrived in the country? if ſo, how: came it 
to paſs, that that gentleman, during his life, never 
ſaw the Bengal army? His military pride would 
not ſuffer him to let Colonel Monſon have the 
command 
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command of it until he himſelf ſhould get il into the 
government. Was it of more conſequence to the 
State and to the Company, that he ſhould ſpend his 
time at Calcutta, endeavouring, by means ſhocking 
to think on, to drive Mr. Haſtings out of the go- 
vernment ? When have the Bengal army refuſed 
to do their duty? Are not their warlike exploits 
and military proweſs, the theme of every man in 
Europe and in Aa? Has there been a time when 
they ſlunk back from the charge, or rather did not 
court the occaſion, to be led up to the noſes of 
thirty times their numbers, arranged in military 
array, hoſtile to the Engliſh banner? Where were 
the feelings of the would-be-patriot General, when 
he ſuffered ſuch a Thing as Mr. Francis to caſt 
ſuch a reflection on the Bengal army? Is this his 
mode of paying his court to a ſet of as brave offi- 
cers as the world ever ſaw ? But they have done 
with Mr. Francis, and 1 truſt, will no more be in 
the way to be inſulted by the General's inſolence 
of manners: being ſecured from that, is all they 
have to aſk; their real —— ty ſuch _ 
clates will do the reſt. (30010 


 GanERAL Sir Dove Coote was the immediate 
ſucceſſor to General Clavering, appointed by the 
King and Company, to command the Aſiatic 
troops in general, and the Bengal army in parti- 
cular. Has that gallant officer made any com- 
plaint * the want of ſpirit, order, or diſcipline, 

* which 


(my 

which he found in the Company's troops? Has 
he not, with a mere handful of them, chaſtiſed the 
Cæſar of the Eaſt, or rather Parliamentaty bug- 
bear, Hyder Ally? But it is not in the nature of 
a certain order of men, to forgive a political ſin. 
Sir Eyre voted againſt Mr. Francis in council; and 
that is a crime of ſuch a dye, as no length of time 
will waſh out. I hope the Bengal officers now in 
England, will ſignify theic thanks to this Clerk of 
the War- office, for his opinion of them. | 


| 9TH. In the report of the Committee of Pro- 

| e prietors, I am ſorry to obſerve, among ſeveral 
- © other exceptionable articles, that credit is taken 
for outſtanding. debts, due to the Company in 
Bengal, to the amount of 77, 22, 648 current 
rupees; and that this ſum makes part of the 
c final balance of pounds ſterling, ſuppoſed. to be 
© in favour of the Company, juſt as much as che 
6 © money in your treaſury, or the value of the 
goods in your warehouſes in London. 1, beg 
0 leave to aſſure you, that theſe debts, or the 
greateſt part of them, have ſtood for years on 
* the Company's books, and are believed, in Ben- 
© gal, to be deſperate. I declare to you, I neyer 
heard of a debt of any conſequence being re- 
covered by the Company in India, If zheſe debts 
© were of a recoverable nature, it is to be pre- 
0 ſumed, that a conſiderable, or at leaſt ſ me, part 


b of them, would have been recoyered at a time 
« when 


LY vs 


t 2 iſt Octocter, I 780, ditto, - = | 110,74,218 


( zt Y 


nablien the Governor General and sel 

trying every poſſible expedient to borrow money 
© at an high intereſt: but the fact, on the con- 
c trary, from a dare of the accounts in my 
& Geert Mona thus: 23, 


42 MY Sas I779, total debts 


8,21,843 
due to the Company, -  - I” 21,543 


- 
— 


_—_ 


C Increaſe of debts due to the Com- 


2,52,0 
pany, in thoſe thirteen months, 52575 


«% , * 1 by 
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Or the outſtanding debts, on the deſperate ſitu- 
ation of which Mr. Francis expreſſes himſelf ſo 
feelingly, it is no leſs curious to obſerve his igno- 
rahce, than to remark his malice. Ovtſtanding 
debts, he ſays himſelf, are very ſeldom recovered 
in India, and gives an inſtance to prove, that they 
increaſe yearly. Ts it poſſible, that this man can 
be i ignorant, that, in the complicated character in 
which the Company ſtand of Lord Paramount, 
Farmers General, Collectors of the Revenue, Im- 
port and Export Merchants, the Military Store- 
keepers General, all which accounts paſs their 
mercantile books, and muſt be productive of bad 
debts; is there any thing new in this? Are 
15 not obliged every year, to write out to their 

E 2 . ſervants 


Ch 
IONS 
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ſervants at their ſeveral ſertlements, to write off to 
profit and loſs, ſuch and ſuch deſperate debrs ? 
Had he been the leaſt converſant in the Com- 


| pany's mercantile affairs, he could not have been 


ignorant of this fact; and that the ſervants abroad 
never do proceed to ſtrike any head off their books, 
without expreſs orders from home. And, ſince. 
they have been ſo deeply concerned in the politics 
of Aſia, many millions have ſunk that way, and 


more muſt be ſunk every year; but the obſerva- 
tion ſerved to catch the eye of ignorance, and to 


give alarm, and that was all Mr. Francis meant: 
Candid diſquiſition, or honeſt explanation, he has 


always been a flranger to. 


6 8h. Thus far, without deſcending to minuter 


. objects, I have confined myſelf to what I believe 
* to be ſtrictly the facts, in ſtating to you the gene- 
ral ſituation of your affairs. My opinion, on 


© ſome of them {hall be laid before you, di 5 


we. freedom and tian one tie a 


1 1 * 


8 1 * 3 4 * concern. 3 0 2 Halls begins. to 


© prevail in this country, of ſending out new corps 


- © of Europeans, for the ſervice in India. In my 


« ;zudgment, and in that of all the officers of expe- 


xience, with whom I have converſed in Bengal, 
you would find it a much leſs expenſive and a 
much more effectual method of providing for 


« . branch of your ſervice, if you ſent out re- 
8 * crults 


> 
2 2 | 4a 


© cruits ſufficient to complete the European regi- 
ments at the ſeveral Preſidencies. The dividing 
© thoſe regiments into two battalions each, when 
© the companies could not ſhew above twenty- 
© three rank and file, was a moſt ill-adviſed mea- 
© ſure, and produced many bad effects, beſides a 
very great increaſe of expence. When I left 
© India, they wanted more than half their comple- 
ment. Tour army in Bengal, if the eftabliſh- 
ment be kept complete, is ſufficiently numerous 
it does not want field-officers, at leaſt not many; 
* nor captains, nor ſubalterns; in theſe ranks, I be- 
© lieve, your army is as well ſupplied, as any ſervice 

© in that country can require: but does it not 
* want two or three general officers, men of ac- 
© tivity, of experience, and .of eſtabliſhed reputa- 
tions ? if poſſible, they ſhould be in the prime 
© of :4ife, and as high in point of perſonal rank as 
can be found: under their inſpections, your efta- 
© bliſhtnents will be kept complete, and your 
troops in general, acquire as much diſcipline and 
* vigour, as an Indian army is capable of, or as the 
4 nne of ar ! is ee to nm N 


40" WD z ; - 
CS 
4 9 2 
1 810111 


WE + 


en we have him again in the geld, con- 
felledly out of his element. Have the officers 
trained up in the Company's ſervice, ſhewn any 
1 . ability, when they had, by rifing gra- 
gib | dually 
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dually, come to the command of the army ?0 WII 
he be content to abide by the event of every ex- 
periment which has yet been tried, and contraſt 
General Clavering, General Monro, General Stu- 
ard, Colonel Leſley, and Colonel Egerton, with 
Lord Clive, General Joe Smith; General Caillaud, 

General Sir Robert Fletcher, General Sir Robett 
Barker, and General Thomas Goddard? I drop 
the General of the Committee, for fear of hurting 
his modeſty, not well knowing in which lift 'he 
would like den to be ge, q ee Ron 


£ > 7 „ 


IAM . civilian nor ſoldier in 8 Dok 
pany's ſervice, but am extremely hurt at obſerv- 
ing the temper with wh ich the gentlemen, who 
fall under thoſe deſcriptions of Company's ſervants, 
bear to be ſo groſsly inſulted, in the face of the 
nation, by ſuch a botch, ſuch a carbuncle, on the 
vitals of truth, as this quondam clerk of an of- 
fice; whoſe ſoul has been fhrivelled up like a win- 
ter pippin, and compreſſed, by the dirty employ 
of ſtopping 3 into the ee nens of 
a nie =y_ 's head. tive 11 10 


. Wich .reſped to your een or 
© differences with the country powers, I have al- 
© ready told you in what eſtimation the Engliſh 
name and authority are univerſally held by thoſe 
powers. The te-eftabliſhmerit of Peace in In- 
Lale which, 1 in effect, is no more than reverting 
I * do 
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& o your own original principles, is now, become 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, not only to your proſ- 
„ perity, or to your ſafety, but, I ſay, to your e 
iſtence. If the preſent wars are to be continued, 

© you can no more ſupport the conſequences of 
ſuccels, than of defeat. No victory in India, will, 
© ever again pay the expence of the army that 
gains it. I need not tell you, what effect ano- 
ther defeat might produce. The diſaſter which, 
© befel Colonel Bailie's detachment, was felt in the, 
©* moſt diſtant parts of our provinces : another 
* event of the ſame nature, would, as I apprehend, 
go near to drive all the Seapoys out of your ſer- 
vice. Before the late unfortunate tranſactions on; 
the two coaſts, the reputation of your arms had 
ſupported your credit and influence throughout; 
India. But that reputation has been wantonly 
hazarded and ſeverely wounded ; and your cre-: 
dit and influence, have accordingly ſunk along 
vwirh it. Peace then, at all events, muſt be your 
object. On this point, I can give you other ex- 
© planations. if they are deſired; if not, I ſhall, 
content myſelf with ſaying, that the Indian 

© powers have loſt all confidence in the good faith 
F aun een * the en of 1 
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over again, told the Company, and the kingdom, 
21 + at 
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at large, many moſt daring and fallacious ſtories, 
of the aſtimation in which the Engliſh name is 
hald by the different powers of Aſia; and I won- 
der that, as you muſt | have | taken | your aecount 
from ſome intereſted agent, it has not happened 
in one ſingle inſtance, that the man's ;own: intereſt 
ſhould m—_ ſo as to inſtruct you in A little 
| truth. Donn nes 119944 Din: vi 
1 Tn: diſaſter which befel Fu little ada body 
of men, under the command of that excellent 
officer, Colonel Bailie, was brought about by the 
(what ſhall I ſay) great generalſnip of one of 


| thoſe kind of officers, of which you want to add a 


few more to the Company's troops. The defeat 
of the Bombay army happened whilſt another of 
thoſe: heroes commanded it; but, perhaps, more 
immediately hy that abſurd policy which put the 
Civilian's coat ſo improperly on the military ſhoul- 
ders of General Clavering, and ſunk poor Camac 
from an excellent officer, into a field committee - 

man. When you ſay, that the country powers 
have loſt all confidence in the good faith of ie 
government of Bengal, you ſhould, in juſtice, have 
told us, that ſuch want of confidence was never 
known before you and your colleagues arrived at 
Bengal, and that it was removed as ſoon as it was 
known that you had left it. CD inſtance that you 
have been ſo unlucky as to riſk: your whole cre- 


15 an the marching of Colonel Pearce's:detach- 
ment 
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mont through the dominions of the Rajah of Be- 
rar, of whoſe hoſtile intentions towards the Eng- 
liſhy you have told ſuch” diſmal ſtories; through 
the Subah of the Deccan's dominions, and the 
territories of his brother, with half a dozen other 
independent Rajahs and Zemindars, all of whom 
furniſhed him and his army on their march, with 
every thing their country produced; which /cir- 
cumſtance gives the direct denial to your gloomy 
predictions of the | inimical diſpoſition of the 
country powers to the Engliſh : and the repeated 
ſucceſſes of our arms, under Coote, Camac, God- 
dard, Popham, and ſeveral others, are ſuch ex- 
amples of the recovery of the credit of our mili- 
rary character in Aſia, that I wonder the- news of 
it has not induced you to go hang yourſelf. This 
preſervation of you, I ſuppoſe, we owe to the foſ- 
tering care of the General of the Committee; 
who, rather than not try the experiment of re- 
venging himſelf on thoſe whom he deemed: his 
enemies, would embark his ſmall ſtock of :cre- 
dit in 2 wich ſoch an ee as 
Mr. Francis. | 100 41 2v gf 
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„Pane 9. ee woe be a — 
4 ſeſtod of my opinion of the injuſtice and impru- 
dence of all our proceedings with reſpect to tlie 
Mahrattas. On this ſubject you now have all the 
evidence before you, that argument and reaſon, 
bl — the moſt ruinous experience, are 

capable 
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© capable of furniſhing. In attempting to ſupport 
the pretenſions of Ragoba, and the views of the 
© Preſidency of Bombay, you found the «unanimous 
opinion of the Governor General and Council, 
that is, of men who ſeldom agreed in other 
points, decidedly againſt the meaſure. This was 
< true, at leaſt, in the year 1773, though a different 
« ſyſtem has ſince prevailed in Bengal. I ſhall ſay 
nothing of the conduct of Mr. Haſtings's nego- 
© ciation with Moodajee Booſla. You ſee to what 
<a ſtate they have reduced us, and in what con- 
* cluſion they have ended. In my judgment, the 
principle on which that ſcheme was profeſſedly 
founded. ſtood in oppoſition to the obvious dic- 
© tates of ſound policy and common ſenſe, After 
the death of Madharow, in 1772, the union-of 
_ © that great body, which conſtituted the Mahratta 
empire, was diſſolved. The principal chiefs fet 
© up for themſelves, and no longer acknowledged 
any one common ſuperior; or, if they -acknow- 
_ © TJedged the ſuperiority of the infant Paiſnwah, 
it was purely a matter of form. In this ſtate, they 
© naturally endeavoured to ſecure their reſpective 
independence, by courting the friendſhip, or, at 
eaſt, by avoidingtheenmity, of the Engliſh power. 
In vhat ſenſe could 1t poſſibly be our intereſt to re- 
«ſtore the union of an empire ſo diſſolved, ſuppoſing 
the attempt practicable, or to veſt its united 
s ſtrength in the hands of a ſingle perſon? In 
* the: _ kink they were ſo divided among 

6 : ehemlelyes, 
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< themſelves,” that nothing but our invading. their 
country, with the avowed deſign of ' overturning - 
their government, could have made them act 
together. Such was the plan of Mr. Haſtings's 
© propoſed alliance with the Rajah of Berar, as it 
ſtands exhibited in his inſtructions to the late Mr. 
Elliot, in July 1778, and in many other re- 
corded documents. The ſame plan included 
another object, not leſs unwiſe in point of policy, 
and ſtill more dangerous in the execution than 
$.the firſt: 1 mean the project of uniting with 
Moodajee Booſla, to invade the dominions of 
+ Nizam Ally Cawn, and to deprive him of a 
* conſiderable part of his poſſeſſions. From this 
project, which could not be long a ſecret to the 
© Nizam, the ſubſequent union, which: appears to 
© have been concerted by him, between Hyder 
Ally, the Mahrattas, Moodajee Booſla, and him- 
< felf, took its origin. The invaſion and ruin of the 
5 Carnatic, ſprung from the ſame ſource ; and; in 
© concluſion,” the Rajah of Berar, for whoſe ad- 
© vancement the plan is profeſſedly formed, joins 
© in: the confederacy againſt us, and in effect 
(though not yet avowedly when I left India) 
becomes one of the moſt dangerous enemies. we 
have to contend with, If this confederacy ſhould 
not be ſtrong enough to maintain itſelf, and to 
_ © accompliſh'the deſigns of the contracting par- 
ties, whateyer they may be, the laſt reſource 
will unqueſtionably be, to call in the French 
* to their aſſiſtance. I will not treſpaſs, gentle- 

| men, 
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men, any longer on your patience, If objecs 
tions are made to any thing advanced in this 

paper, I believe I can anſwer them. If expla- 
< nations are wanted, I am ready to give them. 

In entering ſo far as I have done into fuch a de- 
* tail, it is not my purpoſe to criminate any man, 
© nor even to condemn meaſures, merely for the 
fake of condemning them. Your governments 
in India, are actually involved in a labyrinth of 
c difficulties; I therefore think it my duty to 
trace to you the principal ſteps by which you 
have been, imperceptibly to yourſelves, miſled 
into this labyrinth; becauſe I believe it to be 
«rhe ſureſt, if not the only method you can "rake, 
* to find your way out of it. 
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I co now to the laſt paragraph of this famous 
ktter, and I do aſſure you, Right Honourable, Sir, 
that I am very glad of it; for, to labour through 
fuch a collection of diſmal prophecies, unſup- 
ported aſſertions, and poſitive falſehoods, without 
one ray of truth, on which to reſt the mind for a 
moment on the way, is, as you well know, no 
eaſy taſk. The hotch-potch complexion of this 
take leave paragraph is ſo perplexed, from con: 
taining the eſſence of all the foregoing ones, that 
5 I ſhall 
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I ſhall limit my remarks on it to a ſingle obſerva⸗ 
tion, or, at moſt, two. 


I this part of his letter, Mr. Francis, in ſome 
degree, acquits Mr. Haſtings, of being the origi- 
nal cauſe of the Mahratta war. His reaſons are 
obvious enough; becauſe antiher Committee 
from your Houſe, having the matter before them, 
it was more his immediate intereſt to ſpeak truth 
than otherwiſe. But what will he ſay to his agent, 
Macintoſh, whom he diſpatched home the ſeaſon 
before he came himſelf, with frightful accounts 
of the Mahratta war, Rohillo wars, and cargoes 
of other falſehoods againſt the Governor Gene- 
ral, all which was iſſued out of his mint in Picca- 
dilly. If he does not get ſomething done to ſtop 
the mouth 'of that ſable, predatory hiſtorian, he 
will moſt aſſuredly turn his black gooſe quill 
againſt his maſter; for he is one of thoſe Swiſs- 
like penmen, who will undertake any cauſe ; and 
if 1 had any uſe for pamplet- manufacturers, I 
would certainly buy him over with the other 
haf crown. ”" „ 
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"Mx. Francis declares, that he does not wiſh to 
critninate any man; all he means is, that, as the, 
Company's affairs have been ſo twiſted and rwirled, 
— and knotted together, in which une 

lucky ſituation he both found chem, on his arri- 
val in n India, and left them when he came away, 

eckt] | 15 


0 
he cannot help offering his ſerbice to the Cm 
pany and to Parliament, to endeavour to ſet 'theth 
to rights again. Whether the experience” the 
Company have already had of his ſervices, Will 
induce them to truſt their affairs again in his 
bands, I do not know; or whether ycu, Sir, and his 
Majeſty's new Miniſters, have in contemplation to 
cram him, with others of his tribe, down' the 
throats of the Company, as your predeceſſors" in 
office did, you can beſt tell; but /I know that 
if the preſent Proprietors of Stock, and Directors 
of the Company, ſubmit to ſwallow ſuch a mini- 
ſterial potion, I much queſtion whether their con- 
ſtitution is now ſufficiently” ſtrong to get the 
better of the poiſonous effects of it; becauſe no 
man will expect their great Phyſician, Governor 
General Haſtings, will preſeribe for another ſeven 
years together, the neceſſary antidotes to counter- 
act” its pernicious mas. cured | 73, 100% 


4 . Sir, by your eilübiting Mr. Franz 
cis's productions in the Report of the Com- 
mittee, that you thought that you had an in- 
telligent, a candid, and an honeſt man, to deal 
with, and that you thereby was about to do a 
public benefit to ſociety. 1 hope the clear and 
fair account which I have given you, attended 
by proofs in almoſt every page, of his real 
conduct and character, during his ſtay in India, 
and ſince his arrival in England, will have 
weight 
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weight enough with you to ſuſpend, your final 
judgment, until, he has fairly and honeſſly re: 
refuted the aſſertions and facts in this and my 
former aer. o He vnn . o 
1 ſmall degree of reluctance, 
to the part you have yourſelf taken in the compi- 
lation of the Report; That you had compiled it 
from the minutes of the Committee, was one of 
the points in my former Letter, which I did 
not preſs ſo cloſely as I ſhould have done, 
had I. then had ſo good authority for ſo doing, 
as I have now. Your Chairman, Sir, has paid 
you , ſome handſome compliments on the ele- 
gance of the performance, and the information 
you have helped him to; and you, in your 
turn, rubbed down your honourable Chairman, 
on his great induſtry and 995 This, Sir, 
with great patriots, is very well; and hun- 
gry coffee-houſe politicians ſwallow down the 
condeſcending complaiſance of the two great 
men, and approve in ſenators, what, amongſt 
honeſt tradeſmen, ſuch as themſelves, they 
would call the moſt fulſome flattery. I, Sir, 
have read both your Reports, over and 
oyer again, with an eye to the diſcovery of 
truth, however it might be enveloped by elo- 
quence; and I am bold again to declare, in 
the face of the whole kingdom, that when 
Ih Nane the reflections. and inſinuations 
quoted 


we OT 

quoted in my former Letter, from page 49 

of your laſt Report, you had not truth for 

© Your landrhark. Captain Coweé is the only one 
perſon, in ſeven very intelligent and very ho- 

© -Hourable witneſſes, who ſpeaks "the leaſt word 

About its being 'the opinion of ſome people, 

that the execution of the Rajah Nowpconan, 

by was: 4 political meaſure; hor” would his ſay- 
ing ſo have been admitted an evidence in any 
11 A place. The words, Sir, were not his own; 
"they had been put into his mouth by the 

perſon who examined him; yet, dreadful to 

think of, this 10 evidence has induced you to 
throw out the moſt ſevere and cruel alper- 

lions on the characters of his Majeſty' $ Judy es, 

and the Governor General of Bengal. ie aſ- 

; 3 what 3 feel to be the truth, ſhall be 
: "conſtrued. into Scandalum magnatum, call f me, 
and try me, on the merits: WF ſhall be nothing 
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With all due Reſpect. 


$2. Your moſt obedient Servant, 
1 The AUTHOR. 
Boroven, April 18, 1782, 
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Wear. a orld is. this. we. live in! 55 can 


boaſt ſome friends; and to thoſe friends 1 muſt 

_ ſeriouſly appeal, to know, if they think that 1 

| have an enemy in the world, "who. has been 
made ſo, by any other means than a ſtrong ha- 
bit of ſpeaking and writing truths, which wound 
the ear of ſome notorious culprit, or public pe- 


culator; yet theſe friends write me, in terms 


rather too harſh for friendſhip, that, by med- 


dling at all in this buſineſs, I have hurt the 


political intereſts of Governor Haſtings. I 


never, once thought of the Governor : I honour 


the private virtues of the man; and obſerving, 


that ſcandal had made its way into the Senate 
Houſe, where his moral character lay ftretched 
on the rack, ready to be offered up, to glut 
the revenge of men, who hate him for his vir- 


tues and his abilities, it broke in upon my reſt, 


and I ruſhed forward (perhaps, with too little 
ceremony) to ward the blow, or break its vio- 


lence; for which, if I am deſerted by thoſe I 


elteem. I ſay with Pope, 


Wali for thee, fair Virtue, all the paſt : 
F or thee, fair age welcome een the laſt, 
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